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1. INTRODUCTION

The curriculum serves as a guideline in the education system, determining the direction and
goals of the learning process in schools. A well-structured curriculum not only provides a clear direction
but also ensures that various educational activities are aligned with the desired end goal (Khoirurrijal et
al., 2022). Without a clear curriculum, the educational process will lose direction and structure, hindering
the achievement of optimal results. Therefore, a deep understanding of the role and content of the
curriculum is very important for all education actors.

In the context of curriculum updates, Angga in Oktaviani & Ramayanti (2023) explained that the
curriculum must certainly undergo updates and improvements along with the development of science
and technology. The Covid-19 pandemic has accelerated these changes, forcing the education system
to adopt new methods of learning. Indonesia has undergone various curriculum changes, from the
Lesson Plan Curriculum to the 2013 Curriculum, and is now heading towards the Independent
Curriculum which is planned to be implemented in 2024 (Hidayat in Apriatni et al., 2023). The
Independent Curriculum aims to provide freedom for students to explore their interests and talents,
through the Independent Learning policy spearheaded by the Minister of Education and Culture, Nadiem
Makarim (Hendri, 2020).

Previous research shows that the Independent Curriculum is expected to bring positive changes
in the learning process in elementary schools. Aprima & Sari (2022) emphasizing the importance of
differentiated learning approaches that meet the individual needs of students. Hasim (2020)also
highlights the importance of independence in education, which allows educational institutions to adapt
learning methods. However, research by Sudarto et al. (2021) reveals that despite the emphasis on
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project-based practices and the Pancasila Student Profile, challenges in the field often hinder the
effective implementation of the curriculum (Rahayu et al., 2022).

Using the Merdeka Mengajar Platform is the key to supporting the implementation of the
Independent Curriculum (Rohimat et al., 2022). The platform provides tools and resources that make it
easier for teachers to plan, implement, and evaluate learning. Fathoni et al. (in Aditya et al., 2023) point
out that although this platform has great potential, many teachers still face difficulties in utilizing it
effectively. This phenomenon can be seen at SDN Padang Selatan District, Padang City, where the
implementation of the Independent Curriculum and the use of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform have not
been optimal.

This phenomenon raises the hypothesis that the use of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform
contributes to the implementation of the Independent Curriculum. Better utilization of this platform is
expected to improve aspects of planning, implementation, assessment, as well as reflection and follow-
up of learning, which ultimately has a positive impact on student learning outcomes. This research aims
to explore the contribution of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform to the implementation of the Independent
Curriculum and identify the necessary challenges and solutions.

This research is very important ahead of the comprehensive implementation of the Independent
Curriculum in 2024. It is hoped that this research can provide deeper insights into the role of the Merdeka
Mengajar Platform in supporting teachers to face the new curriculum, to ensure the successful
implementation and improvement of the quality of education.

This research will be conducted at SDN Padang Selatan District, Padang City, considering the
phenomenon of problems in the implementation of the Independent Curriculum and the use of the
Merdeka Mengajar Platform. The study population included teachers at the elementary school, with
samples taken from those directly involved. The results of this study are expected to provide a clear
picture of the contributions and challenges of using the Merdeka Mengajar Platform in this context.

Through this research, it is hoped that effective strategies can be identified to optimally utilize
the education platform and support the successful implementation of the new curriculum, resulting in a
quality and supportive learning environment for students.

2. METHOD, DATA, ANALYSIS

This study uses a quantitative method with a type of correlational research because this study
aims to see the relationship between the use of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform and the implementation
of the Independent Curriculum. The research aims to determine the extent to which the use of this
platform contributes to the implementation of the curriculum at SDN Padang Selatan District. The
independent variable in this study is the use of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform, while the dependent
variable is the implementation of the Independent Curriculum.

The population in this study includes teachers of grades I, II, IV, and V at SDN Padang Selatan
District, totaling 157 people. To determine a representative sample, the researcher used the Slovin
formula with a significance level of 10%, so that the minimum sample size was 62 teachers. The
sampling technique used is Stratified Proportional Random Sampling, which allows sampling from
different strata with appropriate proportions to ensure representativeness (Sugiyono, 2022). Sampling
is based on the working period of teachers by grouping the working period so that the final sample taken
is 78 teachers.

The research instrument is in the form of a questionnaire designed using the Likert scale to
measure respondents' attitudes, opinions, and perceptions. The questionnaire consisted of two parts:
one to measure the use of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform and another to measure the implementation
of the Independent Curriculum. The Likert Scale consists of five answer options: Very Suitable (5),
Suitable (4), Less Suitable (3), Not Suitable (2), and Very Not Suitable (1). The weight of these answers
is given a score which is then used in data analysis.

Data analysis was carried out using SPSS 29.0 for Windows. The validity and reliability test of
the questionnaire was carried out to ensure the accuracy of the data. Validity tests identify items that do
not meet standards (Sugiyono, 2022), while reliability tests use Cronbach's Alpha values to ensure the
internal consistency of the instrument (Sujarweni, 2014). The data was analyzed with a normality test to
check the residual distribution and a linearity test to find out the relationship between variables.
Hypothesis testing was carried out using the product moment correlation technique to determine the
correlation between variables, as well as the t-test to measure the significance of the correlation. The
determination coefficient (R?) is used to measure the contribution of the use of the Merdeka Mengajar
Platform to the implementation of the Independent Curriculum. All of these analyses provide insight into
the extent to which the platform contributes to the successful implementation of the Independent
Curriculum.
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3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Implementation of the Independent Curriculum

The implementation of the Independent Curriculum at SDN Padang Selatan District shows
significant achievements in several aspects, although several areas require further attention. The
Independent Curriculum, based on the Decree of the Minister of Research, Technology and Higher
Education No.56 of 2022, aims to improve and perfect the previous curriculum. In this context, the role
of teachers as implementers, adapters, developers, and researchers is very important (Sanjaya, 2016).
The implementation of the Independent Curriculum is based on various legal bases that serve as a
reference and guide for educational institutions at the pre-school, elementary, and secondary levels
(Ketaren et al., 2022). The implementation process involves education stakeholders and follows the
legal guidelines set by the central government through the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research,
and Technology (Asroa et al., 2023).

Teachers must be able to adapt the curriculum to relevant materials and manage the learning
process effectively (Mulyasa, 2015). Learning management at SDN Padang Selatan District follows four
main stages: planning, implementation, assessment, as well as reflection and follow-up of learning.

Table 1. Level of Achievement of Independent Curriculum Implementation Indicators

ltem Ideal Total Average
No Indicators Total | Average erag % TCR | Category

Count Indicator

Score | Score
1. | Learning Planning 10 50 44,13 4,41 88,25% Good
2. | Learning Implementation 8 40 36,28 4,53 90,69% | Excellent
3. | Learning Assessment 9 45 39,79 4,42 88,43% Good
4. Eef'e‘?“o” and Follow-up 11 | 55 | 47,58 433 | 8650% | Good
earning

Total Average Score 38 190 | 167,37 4,40 88,09% | Good

Based on data analysis regarding the implementation of the Independent Curriculum by
teachers at SDN Padang Selatan District, it was found that overall, the implementation of the curriculum
was in a good category with a percentage of 88.09%. The data shows that each indicator has an average
score of < 4.5 out of a maximum score of 5. This shows that even though the implementation of the
Independent Curriculum has been carried out well, there is still room for improvement. In particular, the
aspects of reflection and follow-up learning showed good results with an average score of 4.33 and a
percentage of 86.50%. However, some aspects need to be improved, namely the implementation of
reflection with fellow educators who get an average score of 4.21.

In particular, reflection and follow-up learning, which includes assessment of the learning
process and continuous improvement, has gone well but there are some shortcomings. Peer reflection,
which scored an average of 4.21, suggests that some teachers may still need to increase their
involvement in the process of collective reflection. Reflection is an important part of the process of
evaluation and improvement of learning (Ismayanti et al., 2020). Teachers are expected to reflect at
least once per semester to increase the effectiveness of learning (Anggraena, 2022).

Erwindani (2023) explained that effective learning reflection, both individually and with peers, is
crucial in understanding the learning experience and improving the teaching process. Openness in
receiving and providing input is the key to the success of this reflection. Relevant discussions and
documentation of reflection can improve the quality of teaching and create a culture of professionalism
in schools.

Thus, to achieve the optimal implementation of the Independent Curriculum, it is recommended
that teachers at SDN Padang Selatan District continue to improve and improve the quality of the
implementation of joint reflection. Measures such as in-depth discussions, giving ample time for
reflection, and creating a comfortable environment are essential for building a collaborative culture and
supporting continuous improvement in the learning process.

The Use of Merdeka Mengajar Platform

Merdeka Mengajar Platform is an integral part of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research,
and Technology's strategy to support the implementation of the Independent Curriculum. (Wahyudin et
al., 2024). The platform is designed to support three main functions: teaching, learning, and creating
(Mengajar, 2024). In the context of the implementation of the Independent Curriculum, this platform
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provides a variety of tools and references for teachers, including teaching tools, student assessments,
self-training, and features for sharing good practices such as proof of work (Merdeka, 2022).

Table 2. Achievement Level of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform Indicators

ltem Ideal Total Average
No | Indicators Total | Average °rag % TCR | Category
Count Indicator
Score | Score
1. | Accessing PMM | 5 25 22,42 4,50 89,92% Good
2. Il:JS'”g PMM 1 54 120 | 102,85 | 4,29 85,89% Good
eatures
Total Average Score | 29 145 125,27 4,32 86,39% Good

Based on data analysis regarding the use of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform by teachers at
SDN Padang Selatan District, it was found that overall, the use of the platform was in a good category
with a percentage of 86.39%. The data shows that each indicator has an average score of < 4.5 out of
a maximum score of 5. This shows that even though the use of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform by
teachers has been carried out well, there is still room for improvement. In particular, the aspect of using
the features on the Merdeka Mengajar Platform showed good results with an average score of 4.29 and
a percentage of 85.89%. However, there is an aspect that needs to be improved, namely the proof of
work feature, which is designed to allow teachers to upload and share their work, such as YouTube
videos, getting a lower average score of 4.01. This shows that even though teachers have used this
feature, they still need to improve its utilization. According to him, the work function of this User Guid
Merdeka Mengajar Platform (2022)platform is very important for documenting and sharing good
practices and teachers' work.

Anwar & Utami (2023) Identify some of the problems faced by teachers in organizing and
carrying out real actions. These problems include a low understanding of the topic, difficulty in managing
time, and challenges in compiling real actions. This shows that teachers may have difficulty in using the
proof of work feature optimally.

Therefore, to increase the effectiveness of the use of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform at SDN
Padang Selatan District, a solution is needed to overcome this problem. Some solutions that can be
considered include: (1) improved Training: provide additional training on the use of platform features,
especially for proof-of-work features; (2) sufficient time: provide more flexible time for the planning and
implementation of concrete actions, including their documentation; (3) technical support: provide
adequate technical support to assist teachers in overcoming technical problems or obstacles in using
the platform, (4) openness and collaboration: encourage collaboration between teachers to share
experiences and best practices in using the proof-of-work feature.

By implementing this solution, it is hoped that the use of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform can
be further improved, so that teachers can take advantage of all existing features to support the effective
implementation of the Independent Curriculum.

The Contribution of the Use of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform to the Implementation of the
Independent Curriculum

Data analysis using the product moment correlation technique shows that the value of the
correlation coefficient (r) is 0.863. With the value of the rtable at the significance level of 5% of 0.185,
the calculation results show that the rcount (0.863) is greater than the rtable (0.185). This shows that
there is a significant relationship between the use of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform and the
implementation of the Independent Curriculum. In addition, the significance value obtained was also
less than 0.01, which was smaller than 0.05, so the research hypothesis was accepted.

Furthermore, the T-test was carried out to measure the significance of the relationship between
the use of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform and the implementation of the Independent Curriculum. The
results of the calculation of the T-test using SPSS 29.0 for Windows produced a calculated t-value of
14.875. The t-value of the table for degrees of freedom (df) of 76 (N-2) at the significance level of 5% is
1.665. Because the t-count (14.875) is greater than the t-table (1.665), there is a significant relationship
between the two variables.

To determine the contribution of the use of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform to the
implementation of the Independent Curriculum, the determination coefficient (R?) is calculated. From the
results of the analysis with SPSS 29.0 for Windows, an R2 value of 0.744 was obtained. This means that
the contribution of the use of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform to the implementation of the Independent
Curriculum is 74.4%, while the remaining 25.6% is influenced by other factors that are not analyzed in
this study.
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Table 3. Recapitulation of Correlation Test Results and Correlation Significance and Determination
Coefficient Test with R-Test Table and T-Test Table

r- > r-table t- > t- Coefficient
calculate calculate table of determination
(r2)
0,863 0,1852 14,875 1,665 74,4%

The results of this study show that there is a significant relationship and substantial contribution
between the use of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform and the implementation of the Independent
Curriculum. The high correlation coefficient value (0.863) and the results of the significant T-test (t count
= 14.875) confirm that the use of the Merdeka Mengajar Platform plays an important role in the
successful implementation of the Independent Curriculum. This is in line with the strategy implemented
by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology, which emphasizes the importance of
technology platforms in supporting curriculum implementation (Wahyudin et al., 2024)

The Merdeka Mengajar platform is designed to support three main functions: teaching, learning,
and working, as well as providing references, inspiration, and understanding for teachers. This platform
is a crucial part of the Independent Curriculum program launched in the 2022/2023 school year. The
findings of the study show that the contribution of the use of the platform to the implementation of the
curriculum reaches 74.4%, indicating how significant the role of this platform is in supporting teaching
and learning.

However, the results of the study also highlight the need for further attention to other factors
that may affect the implementation of the Independent Curriculum. The remaining 25.6% of the
contribution came from other variables that were not analyzed in this study. Therefore, it is important to
continue to conduct evaluations and training to maximize the benefits of using the Merdeka Mengajar
Platform and ensure that all platform features are used optimally to support curriculum goals.

Overall, the results of this study emphasize the importance of educational technology support
and training to increase the effectiveness of teaching and learning, as well as strengthen the success
of the implementation of the Independent Curriculum.

4. CONCLUSION

The results of the data analysis show that 1) the Implementation of the Independent Curriculum
with an achievement rate of 88.09% is in a good category, 2) the use of Merdeka Mengajar Platform
with an achievement rate of 86.39% is in a good category, 3) there is a significant contribution between
the use of Merdeka Mengajar Platform and the Implementation of the independent curriculum with a
large contribution of 74.4% with the remaining 25.6% influenced by other variables.
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